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CHERRY’S JOURNEY

by Katie Hansberry and Marilyn Ash

n late February of 2024, visitors from Alaska were enjoying the view from Ediz Hook when they spotted a

cat lying by the side of the road out by the spit. Fearing that this emaciated cat was dying, they rushed her to

the only veterinary clinic they could find and authorized the vet to test her for FIV/FELV, vaccinate her, and
give her an antibiotic injection.

The cat was not microchipped, but had been spayed. Her rescuers kept her in their RV for the next two
weeks until they needed to begin driving back

to Alaska. With good food and lots of TLC, they were able to get a little weight
back on her. And the cat did her part—she ate well and purred constantly, and
even seemed to welcome the bath she was given in the sink of their RV. Because
the people were unable to take the cat on their long journey home, they asked
the vet for advice, and were told that one of Peninsula Friends of Animals’
specialties is senior kitties, “especially insanely friendly ones.” And that’s how
this very nice cat, now named Cherry, came to PFOA.

She arrived in mid-April, a thin brown torbie, missing hair, underweight

and still needing hydration—at the time she was rescued she weighed only six
pounds. She had severe gingivitis and periodontal disease, requiring all her teeth
to be extracted. Following her surgery she was no longer eating well, she was
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This special issue of Pet
Tidings celebrates our
first 25 years of rescue,
rehome and spay/neuter
service to the
community. It is our
privilege to present just a
few of the rescues
rehomed since our
beginning. We hope you
enjoy the current photos
provided by our adopters,
and the originals from
our files. “Then and
Now” begins on page 5.
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E o From the Lditor & Desk

To celebrate our first 25 years of rescue, rehome and spay/neuter service
to the community, we have taken a different approach to the design of this
newsletter. A couple of months ago, our Home Front author, Wills, put out a
request to our adopters: if they would send us photos of their kitties, we would
publish “then and now” photos in honor of approximately 4,000 rescues who
have found new forever homes through Peninsula Friends of Animals..

The response was enthusiastic. People really liked the idea. And
immediately the photos started arriving. We received images of kitties adopted
from 2007 through 2025. We received so many wonderful photographs, some
with heart-rending stories, that we ran out of room to publish them! In the end,
nine pages of our 16 page newsletter were dedicated to photos honoring our
rescues who have found forever homes over the years.

In order to be able to properly display all the photos, we needed to omit,
for this issue only, several of our regular features. We needed to defer
publication of our Meet A Volunteer and Vet-Smartz until the next issue. In
addition, the second story and special article were also omitted to make room
to represent what is just a fraction of the felines adopted through Safe Haven
over the last quarter century.

We encourage you to view our adopted kitties from so many years. Their
“then” and “now” photos are displayed, starting on page 5. We hope you
enjoy them!

- Marilyn Ash, Editor

" Mews from the Board

/ In honor of our 25th anniversary, we invite you to give
from your heart. For 25 years it has been our privilege to
provide rescue, rehome and spay/neuter services to our
community. In these challenging times, a gift of $25.00, just $1 for each of
our years, or multiples thereof, to celebrate this special occasion would be

most appreciated.

Partner with us to continue our legacy of hope, compassion and
renewal for many more generations of needy rescues. Help us to have our
vital mission continue and thrive far into the future.

Heartfelt thanks to each of you. CELEBRrAng E
- Board of Directors, Peninsula Friends of Animals /
-%Jvmns


https://safehavenpfoa.org/25years/
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Cherry takes over

pulling at her fur, and was diagnosed with a heart
murmur, feline calicivirus and stomatitis. On the
bright side, she began healing nicely from the
dental procedure. And by mid-May her weight
was up to 7.9 pounds.

PFOA determined that Cherry’s condition had
improved to the point where she could be
considered adopable with special needs. On May
7, she was added to the adoption websites. A little
more than a month later, her photo caught the eyes
of a mom and her adult daughter, Katie, who both
love senior animals. They had decided it was time
to add a feline member to their family, and were
searching through local websites for just the right
cat. After reading about Cherry and seeing her
photos, they both agreed that they needed to meet
her.

When a cat is adopted from PFOA, Staff
provides prospective adopters with all the
information necessary to make an informed
decision. In Cherry’s case, the family not only
learned about her prior history, but also about all
of her medications and special needs. And when
Katie and her mom, Connie, met Cherry, they sat
down on the couch in her playroom and spoke to
her softly. Cherry accepted them, came right over
on her own, and jumped up on the couch to be
petted.

The trip home was uneventful. When they
arrived, Cherry thoroughly checked out the main
house, noted that her food, water and litter box
were convenient, and took over the sunroom. This
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—Continued from page 1

has become her favorite place, where she enjoys
the sun coming in the windows and skylights and
does zoomies around the room. An affectionate
cat, Cherry has an unusually loud purr and shows
love to Katie by pushing on the back of her head
and wrapping her paws around her.

On a nice day, she likes sitting on the deck on
Katie’s lap and being groomed—her normally
loud purr becomes even louder, and occasionally
she falls sound asleep.

Cherry does require meds every 12 hours, and
the process has become quite tricky, although still
manageable. Initially, Katie and Connie tried
wrapping Cherry in a towel, and of course she
knew what was coming and started smacking her
lips. Eventually they moved on to using pill
pockets, which seemed to be an improvement.
And she always gets a treat after her meds,
although sometimes she decides to pout and
refuses to take the treat. Cherry also tolerates her
vet visits, although that’s not her favorite thing!

Cherry has a very happy life with Katie and
Connie. She has her own domain, companionship
when she wants it, a cat tree that she enjoys, and
toys to play with. Her favorite “toy” is the vacuum
cleaner—she loves to bat at it while Katie is
vacuuming! She has her very own family who
love her unconditionally. And she gives Katie and
Connie so much love back. Truly a purrfect
ending to Cherry’s journey. g
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Safe Haven o« o
apopraBLes. An Entertaining Duo

By Wills

Our featured felines are a
pair of real sweet, laid-back
brothers who would love to
find their furrever home
together. At ‘bout two years
young, Porter and Wagoner are
the ideal kits for pretty much
any home. They get along well
with other cats, and are
definitely willing to share their new home with any and all existing feline residents. Dogs, we’re not so sure
of. According to Porter, they really aren’t sure what a dog is, ‘cause they’ve never met one.

These guys are lovers, not fighters. Porter is initially a little shy ‘round visitors, but Wagoner just jumps
right in there, checkin’ new people out. Porter has a “thing” for hair—he’ll sit on the back of the couch
behind visitors and play with their hair!

Our human visitors really like spendin’ time with the two of them, ‘cause they’re a very entertaining
pair. They both love to play fetch with their toys, really dig catnip, and also like feather wands and other
types of pole toys. Oh, and they like chasing bugs and moths when they’re in their enclosed catio. Having
safe access to the outdoors is definitely at the top of both their lists!

The lucky family who adopts these two will be getting bonded brothers who alternate between super
playful and real relaxed. Sometimes they’re couch potatoes; other times they’re real go-getters. So y’all
need to give us a call for an appointment to meet Porter and Wagoner. I promise you’ll have a grrreat time,

and maybe end up with two new family members! ¢

Look who’s been adopted!

Mango & Beauty Rascal & Ryley

Miles & Sean
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+ We'd like to nominate Tina for the 2022 kitty

pic. She was glad to be in a home, but she was an
angry cat because she'd lost her home and family of 6
years. We worked hard to make her happy. This
picture shows her the day we knew she'd decided this
was really her home and that we are really her
people. We call it Tina Says Relax. Deborah Frazier
and David Leach

¢ Here are pics of our fab kitties that we adopted
from PFOA in Sept. 2016. Tinker is the all tan coat;
Spike is the orange & white tuxedo cat; & Little Bit
is the gray girl. They’d like to be included in your
newsletter! Linda Sewright

¢ Check Pet Tidings Summer 2013. There is a
picture of my sister's Knit n Purrl at 1 year old. Here
is a picture of them at 12. How time flies. They are
such a joy. In this picture Purrl is in the back giving
Knit a hug. Happy 25th anniversary to Peninsula
Friends of Animals. Sharel Moody

¢ We adopted Rory when she was just under 5
months old. She lived to be 19 years old but we had
to say goodbye to her in July. We loved and adored
her. She was the best little girl and we will miss her
forever. Carol and Darwin Gearey

¢ [ adopted a senior named Lexi from PFOA a few
years back when she was 16 years old. She had
experienced the loss of three previous owners, each
time being returned to the shelter. Lexi had been
living there for 2.5 years with little hope of adoption
due to her age. Bringing her home as part of our
family was truly one of the best decisions of my life.
Despite only having the pleasure of her company for
10 months, cancer ultimately took her away from us,
but our love and her memory remains strong still to
this day. Alex Luschen

+ Hi Wills! It’s your West End Bud, Maybelle! Glad
you are lookin’ so great, you handsome devil, you.
Gonna send some pics. I can’t decide which is best so

will just send ‘em for you to pick the pics. Get it?
Maybelle, of The Schindler Five

¢ This is Pickles enjoying the fire, Spring 2025 He
was adopted September 2022. We've enjoyed every
minute with this wonderful boy. Marcia Sanders

¢ Greetings from Vancouver WA to all the kitties at
the shelter and friends! The 25th Anniversary issue
sounds like an opportunity to show off our beautiful
Russian Blue, Tasha (Misty at the shelter). Ed and I
adopted her at the end of December 2023, and she is
the love of Ed's life. We have enjoyed Tasha every
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PFOA Adoptions: From the Adopters

day and she quickly learned to manage our young
rescue welsh corgi, Anna. We wish you all the best
at PFOA. Sharlene Busch

¢ Lynxie is Annie and Cindy is Emme; two little
girls who took years to become the best of friends.
Many thanks to PFOA for rescuing them from their
bad living conditions. This is a wonderful idea of
showing your adoptees history. Sharon Palmer

¢ Happy 25th Anniversary PFOA!! We're so lucky
to have you in our community!! We adopted Emma
("Emerald") in November 2022 when she was 9
months old. Here are some photos of our little furry
black ball of absolute joy. With love and
appreciation, Christina, Christian, & Emma Miller

¢ We adopted our kitties in 2022, right after
Thanksgiving of that year. Their names were Homer
and Ruby but we changed Homer's name to Jasper
because his eyes are a beautiful green and the name
fits him better. We kept Ruby's name because she is
truly a gem. Thank you for all you do! Cheers!
Susan Levine

¢ Junior and Gravy, of course!! Such fine boys!!!
Junior passed January 2022. Gravy October 2023. 1
still miss them terribly! Thanks for the chance to
bring them back to SafeHaven. Just to clarify, that's
Gravy on the left and Junior on the right both
studying squirrels out the window. They joined us in
September of 2014 after charming us at SafeHaven
for almost a year. "Uncle Keith" was not quick to
adopt (still isn't!). Catherine White

¢ We have two sibling pairs of your adorable
adoptees. Hoover and Kirby were adopted November
of2014. I was told that one of them ... not sure
which ...was the 2000th cat being adopted from
PFOA. The photo of the beautiful little girls, Bella &
Notte was taken in January of 2023, not long after
they came home with us. As you well know, taking
photos of black cats is dicey ... two black cats is
even worse! Janet and Bill Atkinson

¢ Attached is a current photo of Bowie and Roxy for
the 25th Anniversary Special. They were called Blue
and Precious and adopted in May 2018. David and
Kimberly Gonzales

¢ Thank you for all your hard work for the kitties!
Happy 25th Anniversary to PFOA and Pet Tidings. 1
hold each new issue to my heart, and then Kattcher
sits on it! I keep them all, and reread them. Love to
all of you, Lauretta and Kattcher Ehling
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Lexi 2004
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PFOA adoptions

Kirby and Hoover 2014
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Then and Now
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Then and Now
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Then and Now
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Then and Now
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PFOA WISH LIST

LOTS OF KITTY FOOD FOR THE

SHELTER KIDS

Fancy Feast Gravy Lovers—all flavors (esp.
chicken and turkey)

Fancy Feast Pate—all flavors (esp. chicken,
chopped grill, ocean fish)

Friskies Shreds / Flakes

Temptations—No catnip flavor

Any non-grain dry cat food

CLEANING SUPPLIES

Extension dusters

Toilet paper (septic safe)

Paper towels

Libman wonder mops refills & brooms and dust
pans

Nature’s Miracle pet stain/odor remover

High efficiency laundry detergent

Microban cleaner

Myers Lemon Verbena multi-surface
Latex-free disposable gloves, size medium

ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR THE KITTIES
Flat (large and small) cardboard scratchers
Feliway multi-cat refills

K&H self warming pet pads

Snuggle Safe microwaveable heat discs
World’s Best Cat Litter

Cat wands, toys & faux fur mice, Kickers,
Springys, Yeowws! banana/rainbow catnip toys
Smarty Kat catnip caves

Pee pads, small/medium, unscented

OTHER SHELTER NEEDS

Bottled water (Costco)

Gift cards from Safeway, Home Depot, Amazon,
Chewy and Wal-Mart for various shelter
items

$20 gas gift cards from Safeway or QFC for our
transporters (Kitty Kabs)

Nature-oriented DVDs

Waste basket liners

One gallon Ziploc bags
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR COMMUNITY SPONSORS/!

Linda Allen, DVM Phone: (360) 681-3368

BEST FRIEND NUTRITION Fax: (360} 681-2089
THE
NATURAL PET
MARKET
Pacific Northwest
We believe in healthy products
and a healthy world!
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o/ (360) 681-8458 289 West Bell Street e Sequim, WA 98382
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PFOA: The First 25 Years

When we designed this newsletter, we had intended to include an article describing some of the
highlights of our first 25 years. What we didn’t realize was the number of enthusiastic adopters who
wanted to share their stories and photos with us and with you, our readers and supporters. There was not
enough room in our 16-page newsletter to include everything!

But, we do have a website, and we decided this would be the most effective means of communicating
our story to all of you. You’ll find it at a new page on our website: Our First 25 Years . For those of you
who receive your Pet Tidings copies electronically, just click on the 25 year icon at the
lower right corner of this page. If you receive a printed Pet Tidings, go to our website  ceLesrannG
at safehavenpfoa.org and click on the 25 year icon toward the top of the home page. %

YEARS

l.‘.o

And to all of you, thank you for our first successful 25 years!


https://safehavenpfoa.org/25years/
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Memorials given in honor of a deceased pet, in memory
of a friend or family member, or Honorariums to thank
special friends are a lovely way to say “Thank you” or
“I love you” or “I miss you.” A public statement of
remembrance can help bring closure or soften grief, as
well as honor a loved one.

Please note that there is at least a month lag between the
cutoff date for receiving memorials and honorariums and
the date Pet Tidings is published and delivered to your
home or made available online. All remembrances not
received by the cutoff date will be included in the
following issue.

FHonorariums (Person)

¢ In honor of Pat's birthday, from Gail Gillilan

¢ In honor of my friend's birthday, from anonymous
donor

¢ In honor of D'Aunn Simpson's birthday, from
Jolie Kalbfleisch

¢ In honor of Tigger - a lucky cat, Alice Hansen - a
very special lady and Gary Griswald - a wonderful
artist, from Maria Lococo

¢ In honor of Carol Howard, local volunteer for
PFOA, from Peter A Howard

¢ In honor of Doris Cosman, from Scott Cosman

Honorariums (Pet)

¢ In honor of Bobby, from Coral Tutwiler

¢ In honor of my cat (with extra digits), Faux Pas,
from Marion Wheeler Burns

¢ In honor of Dante, aka Koko, from Susan M
Hazard

In Memory of Special People
¢ In memory of my dear friend and classmate, Alice
Faye Gelber. We had some great times. Rest in
peace, my friend. Love, Beverly Poissant

¢ In memory of Marian Nielsen, from Cary Brown.

¢ In memory of Daniel Whitaker, Sr., from Dianne
Whitaker

¢ In memory of Alice Gelber (who loved her
kitties), will miss her, from Gayle Larson

¢ In memory of David Holtz, from Irene Wyman

¢ In memory of Norman Mayo, from Jennings
Mayo Jr.

0B oadly Memonials and Fononaniums Gy ongbns
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¢ In memory of Raymond Roger Ellison, from Sue
Kalinski

¢ In memory of Dr. John Iliescu, from Sharron
Fogel

¢ In memory of Norman Mayo, from Teresa Smidt
¢ In memory of Norman Mayo, from Joan Daley

¢ In memory of Sharon Hollatz, from Karen Shay
¢ In memory of John Renken, from Richard Kohler

In Memory of Beloved Animal Companions

¢ In memory of my cat, Priness Leia, from Barbara
McKinney

¢ In memory of their cat, Anna, from Frank Torres
and Dorothy Leckner

¢ In honor and in memory of my cat, Lucy
Schaefer, from Jenny Schaefer

¢ In memory of our dog, Heidi, from Kristin and
Kenneth Phillips

¢ In memory of my cat, "Jack", from Lois Leavitt
Marquart

¢ In memory of Fancytail Summer, from Michael
Snyder

¢ In memory of my dog, Ruby, from Monte Rivett

¢ In memory of our sweet, old Sylvester and JoJo,
from Nancy J Oman

¢ In memory of Little Bit, from Wally Kohl

S — G

Memorial tiles honoring a beloved pet are available for
purchase. They form the frame of the Rainbow Bridge
mural. It’s a wonderful place to visit and honor the
animals who wait for us.
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PFOA is a 501 ¢(3) nonprofit organization
Fed ID #91-2127240

OUR MISSION
To prevent the birth of unwanted cats
and dogs through progressive spay/
neuter and educational programs; and
to place as many homeless, neglected,
and abused animals as possible into
good, safe, permanent homes.

FIND US ON FACEBOOK
AND INSTAGRAM

https://www.facebook.com/

pfoasafehaven
https://www.instagram.com/

safehavenpfoa/

Dates to remember:

¢ Safe Haven shelter is open Tuesday
through Saturday from 11am-4pm, closed
Sunday and Monday. Call (360) 452-0414
and press “2” to make an appointment;
appointments required.

¢ CrabFest, Oct 10-12

¢ National Cat Day dining event, Black
Bear Diner, Oct 29

¢ Olympic Olympic Peninsula Academy
Holiday Bazaar, Nov |

¢ Jamestown Craft Fair, Nov 4
¢ Holiday Market, Vern Burton, Dec 13

Peninsula Friends of Animals
P.O. Box 404
Sequim, WA 98382
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I WANT TO BE PART OF THE SOLUTION!

I am making a tax-deductible** donation in the amount of §
|:| Where Needed Most |:| Spay/Neuter Programs
I:l Rescue and Re-Home Expenses |:| Sanctuary Program

to be used for:

** EIN 91-2127240

C
L] car [ Isis/month [ S180/year

|:| $500 *Sponsorship Angel*

|:| Dog

|:| New sponsor  Currently sponsoring

Purchase PFOA’s potholders at:
e Jardin du Soleil Lavender, Sequim

e Old Post Office Sweets & Gifts,
Carlsborg

e Olympic Cellars, Port Angeles

e Patricia’s Pet Shop, Port Angeles

o Petsense, Port Angeles

e Purple Haze Lavender, Sequim

o Safe Haven, between Sequim & P.A.
e Wild Birds Unlimited, Gardiner

If you are viewing this online and wish
to make a donation electronically, click
the Donate button below.

C Donate )

[ Mypet [] Friend’s pet

This donation is
[] cat []Dog [ Other

|:| In honor of |:| In memory of

Name: [ This is a person
Please notify of this donation: ~ Name:
Address: City: State: Zip:

I am renewing or prepaying my/our membership at $25.00 per person per year.
I am enclosing $ per person for

Member name(s):

years.

I:l I would like to simplify my support with an automatic monthly donation.
I:I I have included PFOA in my estate plan.

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip:
Email:

(To be removed from our mailing list, please let us know by mail, phone or email)

Peninsula Friends of Animals, PO Box 404, Sequim, WA 98382
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